
SHERBORNE BRADFORD ABBAS CAMERA CLUB 
Annual General Meeting 10 September 2019 

Committee Report for the year 2018/2019 

The Committee is pleased to report another successful year with an average of 30 members 
throughout the season.   However, there is no room for complacency regarding numbers and the 
committee will continue to work on attracting new members. 

Club competitions were well supported with results as follows: 

Overton Cup Nov 2018  Best Print   Malcolm Balmer 
     Second    Adrian Sydenham 
     Third    Sarah Simpson 

     Best DPI   Chris Edgecombe 
     Second    Roger Gibson 
     Third    Sarah Simpson 

Most Unusual Image Dec 2019 First    Malcolm Balmer 
     Second    Ali Morton 
     Third    Chris Edgecombe 

Shoot a Theme Jan 2019  Winner    Fo Bugler 
(Graffiti)    Second    Elizabeth Jubb 
     Third    Sarah Simpson 

Macro Competition Feb 2019 Winner    Chas Williams 
     Second    Fo Bugler 
     Third    Chas Williams 

Best of Year  April 2019  Best b/w print   Sarah Simpson 
     Best colour print  Malcolm Balmer 
     Best DPI   Chris Edgecombe 
      

The first competition of the new season was the Bradford Abbas Shield held in October 2018 where 
the theme was "Shadows".   It was an extremely convivial evening with John Tilsley as our judge 
and guests from Shaftesbury, South Petherton, Wincanton and Yeovil Camera Clubs.   We were 
delighted to regain the Cup with a lead of seven points over the runners-up  (Shaftesbury) and look 
forward to this year's competition where the theme is People at Work. 

In March SBACC hosted the annual 3-way meet when Dorchester and Shaftesbury camera clubs 
were invited to join us in a friendly social evening with the theme:  "The Story Behind the Image".  
As always, there was an excellent atmosphere and a high attendance with some memorable images 
and accompanying commentary. 



The annual competitions have continued to take place with an encouraging number of entries.   The 
Committee was pleased to be able to present a silver cup to the winner of the Macro Competition 
(rather than a bottle of wine!) and from 2020 this competition will have an external judge rather 
than be internally adjudicated. 

There were some excellent talks throughout the season, including Leo Rich who spoke about the 
PAGB (Photographic Alliance of Great Britain) and George Reekie who inspired us all with his 
superb wildlife images and his amusing reflections on photography generally.   In February, Andy 
Beel addressed the club on his unique style of mono photography in a talk entitled:  "My and My 
Eye" 

Photoshoots have become a major part of the club's programme and Pam Watts arranged an 
excellent number of outings to a variety of venues including a very successful evening shoot to 
Ham Hill, a day at Kingston Lacy, a stimulating visit to Shapwick Heath to photograph the 
murmuration of starlings, a memorable day at Cerne Abbas (where we were able to photograph in 
the grounds of the Abbey) followed by an afternoon at Minterne Gardens.   We were not so lucky 
with the weather when it came to photographing the market in Sherborne when effectively "rain 
stopped play". 

In an effort to widen recognition of the club's presence in the locality, an exhibition will be mounted 
at the Octagon Theatre, Yeovil, in April 2020.   Plans are well in hand and having sought feedback 
from members which showed support for the enterprise, the committee will work towards 
displaying some of the excellent work which members have produced in recent years.   In addition, 
SBACC took part in the inaugural print competition recently held in Dorchester  which was 
organised by the Western Counties Photographic Federation and where the club came joint 35 out of 
39 entries.  The format for the competition was disappointing and it was not felt appropriate for the 
club to enter again. 

Running meetings, competitions and organising events requires considerable input from outside the 
committee and it is particularly grateful to Jay Warnes for all the work he has done in the last year 
to ensure the website is kept updated with software and to Chris Edgecombe for managing the 
club's Facebook page which can do so much to raise our profile.  Thanks are also extended to Tony 
Hilton for putting together the presentations for competitions:  an invaluable role which is very 
much appreciated. 

On a sad note, the club was deeply shocked to learn in March that longstanding member Brian 
Clarke had suffered a stroke.  Brian has won numerous trophies for his superb mono images as well 
as leading workshops on photography and presentation of prints.   His dedication to SBACC has 
been consistent over a number of years and he is much missed at meetings. 

Your committee will continue to work hard to provide a programme of events which provides 
something for everyone and to focus on ensuring a warm and welcoming atmosphere at club 
meetings.   It hopes very much that everybody will contribute to another enjoyable year and that 
SBACC will continue to flourish both locally and more widely.  


